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THE PREZ SEZ
Well it's April and as I sit here writing this the future is unclear as to when we can
get things moving again. We certainly aren't going to do anything against
what the experts are telling us to do. I'm in the group that some of you may be in
as well, as for the virus being a real danger. I'm over 65, I have Asthma, I have
Diabetes, and heart issues, so I have to be careful and hope you all stay safe
too! There will be no April meeting and for as May we will again wait and see. I
know this "shelter in place" has gotten old quickly! I sure miss the weekly
"Coffee at Ken's" get-togethers.
I haven't done much with my Corvairs during this down time other fire them up to
check fluids and take them out for a short "shake down run". The weather has
been so up and down and I have to have at least one car outside to use my shop
properly, just a note; "build your shop bigger than you think you'll need". I hope
other club members are having better luck getting things done on your cars. This
would be a great time to detail your cars inside and out just a little everyday
before long you will have it looking new again
.
Please post some pictures on our Facebook site, short stories are most
welcome, or just joke around, let's all laugh once in awhile to help us through this
rough patch.
As an old saying goes, "I'll see you in the funny papers"

David Castiaux, The Prez
DCastiaux@Aol.Com
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COCA Meeting Minutes February/March 2020
The monthly COCA meeting was held at the Ergenbright’s with President David Castiaux presiding. David called the meeting to order at
10:00 AM and welcomed everyone. There were no guests.
Old Business- The minutes were reviewed. Pat Silver made a motion
to accept the minutes as presented and the motion was seconded by
Liz Capron. The motion carried.
David thanked all the members who stepped up for the various club
roles that needed filling, those being officers and the new board of directors.
Treasurer’s Report- Ken Drye gave his report on our financial status.
Pat Silver made a motion to accept the report and Liz Capron seconded. The motion carried.
New Business- The annual St. Patrick’s Day parade will be held on Saturday March 14th. The club paperwork has been sent in and we are
awaiting word from the city with the specifics.
Upcoming EventsSt. Patrick’s Day Parade, Downtown Oklahoma City, March 14th Got
canceled
HOT in Nacogdoches, Texas in April. Rescheduled to 2021
Tri-State in Albuquerque, New Mexico in Canceled
The Mustang Kiwanis Club is having a car show May 30th in Mustang
at 1116 West Highway 152, South of All Seasons Building Supply.
There will be plenty of door prizes and trophies (52 in all). For registration information call Steve or Jeri at (405) 376-5163. Registration
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fee is $20.00 until May 15, 2020 it then goes up to $25.00. If there is
bad weather the fall back date will be June 6th.
CORSA National Convention in San Diego, California (There is more
info later in the newsletter.) CANCELED
Great Plains Roundup in Little Rock, Arkansas in October 2-4
Bob Welch, Jim Gailey and Pat Silver are part of an exploratory committee to scout out possible locations for our next Roundup.
Raffle tickets were sold and door prizes distributed.
Don’t forget coffee at Ken’s Sunday and Wednesday mornings. There
is always something going on at the farm.
Colleen Law is accepting pictures and your stories about
your Corvair. Send her an item
and it might just end up in our
newsletter. She also is always
looking for a good recipe or
two that can be shared with
the membership.
Richard Law made a motion to
adjourn the meeting. Pat Silver
seconded the motion. The motion passed and the meeting
was adjourned.
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Coffee at Kens
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Bob’s Tech Corner
Tech Tip for April 2020
Greetings all you quarantined Corvair nuts.
This month, since the virus has us all staying at home, at least
mostly…. I have been working on my65 Corsa 140 coupe. This car
was my second oldest son’s first car! It was run into while parked,
the drivers’ side fender was crunched badly. This is when I rescued
it from the Corvair graveyard.
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The bumper was destroyed along with the headlight bezel. The fender itself
was beyond straightening so it necessitated replacing the front half of the
fender, extending around to the front
half of the front panel over past the
trunk lock area. (sse pic)
To make a long story short …. I
have been in the process of attaching
the ill-fitting fender to the front of
the Corsa. Interestingly enough, it
is off the same donor car that I was
able to repair my 65 Corsa convertible, several years back!

Thanks to Richard Law and David Castaux for their kindness and help.

I could go into details about getting the fender on, but that would be boring
so I wanted to show you a “Trick” that I came up with to pull a dent out of
your cars (if you are going to paint ) and a few pictures of my progress.
Seeing that I did not have, nor did I want to purchase a Rivet spot welder,
seeing systems On Line that used a similar method, I decided to try to weld
regular 3/8” washers to the deepest part of the dent and use what I could find
to exert pressure on the washer to get the dent pulled out as far as I could,
grind off the weld, ( the washer usually will come off by twisting it) and then
smooth it over with a “skim coat” of bondo! Sounded like fun! Welding on
the washers with my MIG welder, I then used a 3/8 piece of plate to use as a
base to pry against and thereby not put another dent in the body as I tried
getting out the dent I was working on! (See the pictures)

This worked very well until I pressed/pulled too hard and pulled a hole in the
metal!
After fixing that I was off to get the bondo mixed up and applied
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Even on the original car, there had previously been some damage to the front
(and RUST) and I would have to work on that as well. It is not finished and
will not be Perfect when I have done all that I know how to do Paint? We ’ll
see!

C.O.C.. MONTHLY NEWS

April 2020

Page 11 Corvair

This is where the finder was grafted to the car in the middle of the wheel
well. The last picture is the front after pulling dents out of the roll pan and
trying to repair the previous owner’s repair. Spot putty to fill the little pin
holes and small defects in my bondo job

What I haven’t shown were all the spot welds that had to be re-welded in the
trunk area and along the inner finder well ’s pinch weld and the lower front
where the trunk aligns with the bracket for the trunk lock Hopefully NONE
of the welding inside or outside will be too noticeable, after it is painted and
finished off.
If things do not line up exactly…. Well, I did what I could do
Happy Corvairing and see you all soon
BW
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Corvair of the Month
Jim Gailey

Christine and I first met in August of 2012. It was love at first
sight and today has developed into a weird sort of love / hate
relationship. As most of you know, she got her name from
Stephen King’s SciFi thriller, “Christine”, bestowed on her the
day she tried to run over me during one of her many dramatic
breakdowns.
Over the years, I have lavished Christine with a new automatic
transmission, rebuilt the engine and replaced virtually everything, except her body - there’s a reason her nickname is
“Rusty” - although she did receive a beautiful new paint job.
Honestly, there is not a part on her that isn ’t new... I have the
receipts to prove it!!
Cina and I enjoy taking Christine to Corvair rallies and car
shows and she gets a lot of attention. Curiously, she wins trophies at all the open car shows, but never at a Corvair rally.
Suggestions anyone?
Christine and her caretakers are proud to be a part of COCA
and look forward to many more years of club participation.
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Notes and Pictures from the Ranch
This months look shared by Ann Ergenbright
Hello from the Diamond E Ranch… We want you all to know how lonely the
ranch is without you. The place looks different since you saw it last. IT’S
GREEN! Thought you might like to see some pictures of the place. We’ve had
lots of beautiful flowers including Snowdrops, Daffodils and Irises. Actually
the Irises are just getting started. So far we have yellow and purple and I
know there are at least three more colors out there. The Day Lilies and Phlox
are growing too. There have been a few blooms on the Wisteria for the first
time in three years. We’ve already been mowing and James has had to do repairs on one of the mowers because of a broken deck. The catfish are waking
up and ready to be fed. We’ve taught a couple of them to smile (see picture),
just kidding. The porch is still great for sitting and relaxing. So until we get
together again, we hope you all stay safe and take care of yourselves. We
miss you all and are looking forward to seeing a whole line of Corvairs pulling into our next meeting.
James and Ann
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Directions to the Diamond E Ranch (The
Ergenbrights) Meeting Place

CANCELED
Monthly
Meeting
COVID 19
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The Central Oklahoma Corvair Club Monthly News is
a monthly publication of the Central Oklahoma Corvair Association, INC. C.O.C.A is Chapter 731 of the
Corvair Society of America. It is provided to all current members. Guests and nonmembers receive a
complimentary copy upon request, and are welcome
to attend our monthly meetings held the second
Thursday of each month. The location will be listed
on the front page of the newsletter. Membership is
open to anyone with an interest in the Corvair Automobile. Dues are $15 per year
MAILING ADDRESSES: All business mail, with the
exception of the newsletter items, should be sent to
the address of the club president.
Newsletter items must be sent to the editor and received by the 25th of the month for it to be included
that month’s issue. Email newslettercoca@gmail.com
with your submissions

OFFICERS:
President:

Secretary:

David Castiaux

Joe Nels

10628 S.E. 44th Street

622 Cresent Circle

Oklahoma City, OK 73150

Midwest City, Ok 73110

405-642-1056

405-733-8772

dcastiaux@aol.com

joenels@sbcglobal.net

Vice President:

Treasurer:

Jim Gailey

Ken Drye

8224 N.W. 115th Street

2512 S. Post Road

Oklahoma City, 73162

Midwest City, OK, 73130

405-615-7554

405-732-6867.

jgailey@cox.net

kdrye84370@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
WE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ENCOURAGE
YOU TO JOIN CORSA, ASK ANY OFFICER FOR AN
APPLICATION. The Dues are $45.00 for 12
months or $90.00 for 26 months. This entitles
you to the monthly publication of the CORSA
“Communique”, and other benefits.

David Castiaux, Jim Gailey, Joe Nels, Ken Drye, David Clamp,
Melinda Duvall, Liz Capron, Larry Duvall, Delia Silver

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:

Colleen Law
7701 Deer Meadow Dr
Oklahoma City, Ok 73150
newslettercoca@gmail.com

Club Stats:

NUMBER OF MEMBERS
NUMBER AT LAST MEETING
NUMBER OF CORVAIRS DRIVEN
NUMBER OF GUEST AT LAST MEETING
NEW MEMBERS

12
22
3
0
1

C.O.C.A WEBSITE:
http://cokcca.org/
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Some Vendor Cards

Phone: (909) 287-0741

Clark’s Corvair Parts®

Our catalog lists over 15,000 parts for your Corvair. We carry engine
parts, body panels, upholstery and much more! There are 1,000’s of reproduced items available, pages of technical information and lots of
other helpful hints.
Check us out at www.corvair.com or call today to order a copy of our printed catalog. You will quickly see why we are the world’s largest supplier of parts and all your
other Corvair needs. Clark’s - More than Parts!

Clark’s Corvair Parts® 400 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370
(413)625-9776
www.corvair.com
email: clarks@corvair.com

January 26 2020

Monthly Meeting - Diamond E Ranch
Board of Directors voting DUES for the year are Due $15.00

February 22, 2020

Monthly Meeting - Diamond E Ranch
Cold Tuna—Wichita, KS

March 28, 2020

Monthly Meeting - Diamond E Ranch
St. Patricks day parade - Downtown OKC - March 14

CANCELED Due to Covid - 19

April 25, 2020

Monthly Meeting - Law Home directions in the Newsletter

CANCELED Due to Covid - 19

Heart of Texas – Nacogdoches TX 17 April - 19 April

May 23, 2020

Monthly Meeting - Diamond E Ranch
Tri-State - May 15-17 Albuquerque NM

CANCELED Due to Covid - 19

June 27, 2020

Monthly Meeting - Diamond E Ranch

July 25, 2020

Monthly Meeting - Diamond E Ranch
CANCELED Due to Covid - 19
Corsa Convention - 6-11 July 2270 Hotel Circle North, San Diego, CA. 92108

August 22, 2020

Monthly Meeting - Diamond E Ranch
Watermelon Festival - Rush Springs

September 26, 2020 Monthly Meeting - Diamond E Ranch

October 24, 2020

Monthly Meeting - Diamond E Ranch

2020 Great Plains Roundup Oct 2-4 Little Rock
Corvair Heritage Days - Oct ?
November 28, 2020

Monthly Meeting - Diamond E Ranch

December 2020

TBD

1st Saturday

Cars and Coffee North Park Mall

2nd Saturday

Cars and Coffee Norman at Crest Foods W. Robinson

3rd Saturday

Cruise in for Coffee Midwest City Santa Fe Steak House
parking lot May - Oct

1st and 3rd
Thursdays

Thursday Night Cruisers - Mustang Apr - September

Sundays

Coffee at Kens

